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Phrases	for	academic	writing	pdf.	Phrases	for	academic	writing.	Phrases	to	use	in	academic	writing.

For	comparison	To	show	how	things	are	similar	Correspondingly,	equally,	for	the	same	reason,	in	a	similar	manner,	in	comparison,	in	the	same	way,	on	the	one	hand,	similarly.	Check	a	usage	guide	for	exact	rules	for	punctuation.	Examine	Examine	means	that	you	look	at	certain	texts	or	ideas	carefully	and	critically	study	them	so	you	can	make	your
own	evaluation	or	arguments	based	on	your	judgment	from	the	examination.	It	covers	concepts	and	and	key	words	pertaining	to	the	stages	in	the	writing	process,	style,	citation	and	reference,	and	other	common	expressions	in	academic	writing	Account	for	means	that	you	provide	an	explanation	for	something.	For	illustration	To	provide	examples	A
further	instance	of	this	is...,	an	example	of	this	is…,	for	example,	for	instance,	such	as,	thus,	as	follows.	However,	some	of	them	need	to	be	incorporated	into	fuller	sentences	to	be	effective	as	paragraph	openers.	Contrast	Contrast	means	that	you	mainly	find	differences	among	2	or	more	things	and	explain	how	different	they	are	from	each	other.
Differentiate	Between	When	you	differentiate	between	items	it	means	that	you	make	a	distinction	between	2	or	more	things.	The	appropriate	use	of	‘discourse	markers,’	that	is,	words	or	phrases	that	signal	a	relationship,	can	reveal	and	reinforce	the	direction	that	your	argument	is	taking,	and	make	clear	the	relations	between	sections	of	your
writing.Here	we	provide	suggestions	for	sentence	openers,	‘linking	words’	within	sentences	and	between	paragraphs,	and	alternative	vocabulary	choices	you	might	use	when	connecting	ideas	in	writing.Connectives	used	in	and	between	sentencesConnectives	allow	us	to	be	more	precise	about	the	relationships	between	statements	in	a	sentence	or
between	sentences.	Explore	all	resources	Understand	paragraph	structure,	cohesion	and	coherence,	and	other	elements	that	assist	you	to	produce	well-developed	academic	paragraphs.	You	will	provide	your	own	judgment	and	evaluation	of	them	and	explain	how	and	why	you	were	able	to	interpret	a	given	subject.	The	features	and	qualities	that	you
describe	should	be	easily	identifiable.	Identify	Identify	means	that	you	define	certain	concepts	by	providing	identifying	characteristics	of	them,	or	provide	descriptions	or	explanations	for	certain	concepts	or	words.	Effectively	combine	your	ideas	with	those	of	other	writers.	Describe	Describe	means	that	you	explain	and	specify	certain	objects	or	ideas
in	a	way	that	your	audience	can	easily	understand	your	point.	For	emphasis	To	put	forward	an	idea	more	forcefully	Again,	in	fact,	interestingly,	indeed,	it	should	be	noted	(that),	more	important(ly),	most	importantly,	to	repeat,	(un)fortunately,	unquestionably.	Some	assignments	will	ask	you	to	indicate	specific	information	about	something,	such	as
“indicate	the	name	of	the	author,	or	book”	and	some	assignments	will	ask	you	to	“indicate	the	meaning	of	certain	ideas.”	Interpret	Interpret	means	that	you	explain	your	understanding	of	certain	ideas	in	a	more	comprehensive	way.	Comment	Comment	means	that	you	say	something	about	a	text	or	a	topic.	In	an	assessment,	you	will	provide	your	own
judgment	of	the	value	of	a	text	and	provide	explanations	and	reasons	for	your	evaluation.	While	you	are	explaining	the	meaning,	you	will	identify	the	main	features	and	characteristics	of	certain	words	and	concepts	and	explain	what	makes	them	different	from	other	words	or	concepts.	For	instance,	when	outlining	the	positive	and	negative	issues	about
a	topic	you	could	use	the	following:	Example	(from	beginning	of	previous	paragraph):One	of	the	main	advantages	of	X	is…	When	you	are	ready	to	move	your	discussion	to	the	negative	issues,	you	could	write	one	of	the	following	as	a	paragraph	opener:	ExampleHaving	considered	the	positive	effects	of	X,	negative	issues	may	now	need	to	be	taken	into
account…Despite	the	positive	effects	outlined	above,	negative	issues	also	need	to	be	considered...	Demonstrate	Demonstrate	means	that	you	prove	something	by	showing	explanations,	illustrations,	and	supporting	evidence.	For	example,	different	clauses	or	words	can	signal	or	‘signpost’	additional	or	similar	information,	opposition	or	contrast,
concession,	cause	or	effect,	emphasis,	clarification,	or	a	relationship	in	time	or	sequence.	Apart	from	using	the	linking	words	/	phrases	above,	showing	the	link	between	paragraphs	could	involve	writing	‘hand-holding’	sentences.	Indicate	Indicate	means	that	you	point	out	or	show	something.	These	are	sentences	that	link	back	to	the	ideas	of	the
previous	paragraph.	This	means	that	you	will	combine	the	sources	and	ideas	and	organize	them	in	a	way	that	is	appropriate	and	approachable	to	your	readers.	When	you	are	editing	your	next	written	assignment,	ask	yourself	the	following	questions	as	you	read	through	your	work	(Gillett,	Hammond,	&	Martala,	2009):Does	the	start	of	my	paragraph
give	my	reader	enough	information	about	what	the	paragraph	will	be	about?Does	my	paragraph	add	to	or	elaborate	on	a	point	made	previously	and,	if	so,	have	I	made	this	explicit	with	an	appropriate	linking	word	/	phrase?Does	my	paragraph	introduce	a	completely	new	point	or	a	different	viewpoint	to	before	and,	if	so,	have	I	explicitly	shown	this	with
a	suitable	connective?Have	I	used	similar	connectives	repeatedly?	In	some	assignments,	you	will	be	required	to	synthesize	sources	or	ideas.	Particular	phrases	and	words	serve	different	functions	in	connecting	ideas	and	arguments.	Evaluate	Evaluate	means	that	you	assess	the	value	of	certain	texts	or	ideas	based	on	your	own	judgment.	When	you
elaborate	on	something,	you	will	illustrate	an	idea	with	rich	description	and	explanations	for	it.	Characterize	Characterize	means	that	you	describe	the	features	and	qualities	of	a	concept	or	phenomenon.	Condition	to	provide	a	condition	If,	in	that	case,	provided	that,	unless.	It	is	always	important	to	make	paragraphs	part	of	a	coherent	whole	text;	they
must	not	remain	isolated	units.	Get	tailored	advice	from	an	Academic	Skills	adviser	by	booking	an	individual	appointment,	or	get	quick	advice	from	one	of	our	Academic	Writing	Tutors	in	our	online	drop-in	sessions.	For	example,	if	you	use	notwithstanding	as	a	paragraph	opener	you	may	have	to	add	other	content	words	to	provide	more	information
such	as	“Nothwithstanding	a	lack	of	natural	resources,	the	region	has…”	Addition	To	add	an	idea	Additionally,	and,	also,	apart	from	this,	as	well	(as),	in	addition,	moreover,	further,	furthermore.	For	restatement	For	rephrasing	statements	In	other	words,	more	simply,	namely,	simply	put,	to	put	it	differently	/	another	way,	such	as,	that	is.
Generalisation	Making	a	general	statement	As	a	rule,	for	the	most	part,	generally,	in	general,	in	most	cases,	normally,	on	the	whole,	usually.	Compare	Compare	means	that	you	find	some	similarities	or	differences	among	2	or	more	things	and	explain	how	they	are	similar	or	different.	For	contrast	To	show	how	things	are	different	Alternatively,
although,	but,	conversely,	despite,	even	so,	even	though,	however,	in	contrast,	in	spite	of,	instead,	on	the	contrary,	contrary	to,	nevertheless,	nonetheless,	notwithstanding,	on	the	other	hand,	rather,	still,	though,	yet,	whereas,	while.	State	State	means	that	you	clearly	express	something	about	certain	topics.	Assess	Assess	means	that	you	evaluate	or
determine	the	value	or	quality	of	a	given	text.	In	your	argument,	you	will	provide	reasons	or	any	explanation	to	support	your	argument.	For	example,	you	could	characterize	one	of	the	classes	that	you	are	taking	as	“interesting”	or	“boring.”	Classify	Classify	means	that	you	organize	information	by	categories	or	classes.	Time	order	To	indicate	a
chronological	sequence	First,	second,	third	(etc),	next,	before,	earlier,	finally,	following,	given	the	above,	later,	meanwhile,	subsequently,	then,	to	conclude,	while.	Verify	Verify	means	that	you	prove	something	by	showing	evidence	or	information.	Discuss	Discuss	means	that	you	think	about	certain	aspects	of	a	topic	and	explore	them	in	detail	in	your
text.You	will	often	express	your	opinions	or	arguments	based	on	the	discussion.	Consider	Consider	means	that	you	think	about	something	carefully.	For	example,	some	assignments	will	ask	you	to	“identify	the	meaning	of	a	concept	A.”	Illustrate	Illustrate	means	that	you	explain	and	describe	certain	characteristics	or	aspects	of	something.	If	yes,	try	to
vary	them	using	the	above	list.	For	concession	/	qualification	Conceding	something	Admittedly,	although,	clearly	though,	even	though,	however,	indeed,	obviously.	Elaborate	Elaborate	means	that	you	explain	something	in	more	and	at	greater	length.	Get	one-on-one	advice	Summary:	This	resource	provides	a	list	of	key	concepts,	words,	and	phrases
that	multi-lingual	writers	may	find	useful	if	they	are	new	to	writing	in	the	North	American	educational	context.	In	classification,	you	should	be	able	to	tell	the	difference	between	categories	or	classes	that	you	use,	and	you	should	be	able	to	explain	why	and	how	you	classified	the	information.	We	break	down	the	structure	of	an	essay	and	show	you	how
to	do	it	well.	In	academic	writing,	it	is	important	to	present	an	argument	clearly	and	cohesively.	It	is	mostly	used	when	you	provide	reasons	for	something.	In	an	evaluation	of	a	text,	you	will	see	how	well	the	ideas	are	developed	according	to	certain	contexts	and	audiences.	For	example,	'therefore,'	and	'in	addition,'.	When	you	contrast	things,	it	is
important	for	you	to	explain	how	you	identified	differences	among	the	things	that	you	contrast.	When	you	comment	on	something,	you	make	relevant	remarks	about	a	text	or	a	topic	and	provide	your	ideas	or	opinions	on	the	text	or	topic.	Analyze	Analyze	means	that	you	examine	a	text	in	detail	and	discuss	the	components	and	parts	of	a	text	and	talk
about	how	they	interact	with	each	other.	Often	you	will	be	assessed	on	your	ability	to	do	both.	When	you	criticize	certain	texts,	opinions,	and	ideas,	you	will	make	sure	to	find	faults	and	explain	why	you	disapprove	of	the	things	that	you	found.	Criticize	Criticize	means	that	you	find	something	that	you	disapprove	of	based	on	your	evaluation	of	a	given
text	or	material.	When	you	illustrate	something	in	your	text,	you	will	provide	relevant	explanations	and	examples	to	make	it	clearer	and	understandable	for	your	audiences.	For	example,	some	assignments	will	ask	you	to	state	your	opinions.	You	will	tell	the	difference	between	the	things	and	explain	how	and	why	you	differentiated	them.	Synthesize
Synthesize	means	that	you	combine	information	in	a	way	that	could	coherently	and	effectively	present	your	ideas	or	opinions.	Some	useful	examples	of	each	are	categorised	by	function	below.Note	that	most	of	these	terms	can	also	be	used	to	start	new	paragraphs.	Developing	the	language	to	connect	ideas	in	academic	writing	will	help	you	with	both
these	tasks.	Justify	Justify	means	that	you	prove	your	point	by	explaining	reasons	for	it.	The	cause	of	things	To	attribute	the	reasons	for	something	occurring	A	/	the	consequence	of,	because,	due	to,	for,	the	effect	of	…,	since,	the	result	of	…	The	effect	of	things	To	show	the	effect	of	something	Accordingly,	as	a	result/consequence,	consequently,	for	this
reason,	hence,	so,	therefore,	thus.	Suggestions	for	connecting	ideas	at	the	sentence	and	paragraph	level	in	academic	writing.	It	could	also	mean	that	you	check	and	see	to	make	sure	certain	information	is	correct	and	accurate.	You	will	defend	your	ideas	by	providing	logical	explanation	to	justify	your	point.	Some	assignments	will	ask	you	to	write	about
your	own	interpretation	of	certain	data	or	texts.	When	you	characterize	something,	you	make	it	different	and	distinguished	from	other	things.	In	some	situations,	you	argue	to	prove	your	point.	When	you	compare	things,	you	will	mostly	focus	on	how	you	characterize	or	identify	something	by	explaining	similarities	and	differences.	You	will	think	about
a	variety	of	aspects	of	a	certain	topic	to	develop	your	ideas	or	opinions	on	the	topic.	In	addition,	you	may	be	required	to	discuss	and	evaluate	existing	research	or	ideas	about	the	topic	under	discussion.	Many	introductory	phrases	have	a	comma	after	them.	Argue	Argue	means	that	you	say	or	write	something	in	a	way	that	you	can	convince	or	persuade
your	audience.	You	will	provide	reasons	and	evidence	to	explain	why	you	criticize	certain	ideas.	Define	Define	means	that	you	explain	the	meaning	of	certain	words	or	concepts.
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